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I will argue thaté

Å Religion inflicts  trauma 
on LGB people

Å This increases stigma 
and opposition in wider 
societies

Å Linked to a broader 
issue of male power



An outline of what I shall say..

ÅOpposition to homosexuality across culture and 

time

ÅReligion and homosexuality 

ÅThe consequences of religious intolerance

ÅThe why of intolerance

ÅResolving intolerance



Matthew Sheppard

tied to a fence, beaten and left to die (Wyoming USA  1998).



In 1990 Justin Fashanu was first professional 

football player ever to come out as gay 

In 1998 he hung himself..



Tyler Clementi, 18, a freshman at Rutgers University, 

jumped off the George Washington Bridge Sept 23rd



What is homophobia?

ÅPrejudice, stigma and discrimination against 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.

ïTransgender is included because opposition contains 
much of the same ñmoral outrageò at sex and gender

ïCan be severe within families, unlike other prejudice

ïBecomes an ñinternalisedò sense of shame

ÅBut - phobia is an irrational fear of an everyday 
object or situation which leads to distress and 
avoidance.



Homophobia

ÅFirst used by George Weinberg in his 1972 book 

''Society and the Healthy Homosexual'' 

ÅIt was adopted to reflect 

ïan irrational fear 

ïdiscriminatorôs fears about his (or her) own homosexual 

feelings

Å1960s precursor term ñhomoerotophobiaò



Other terms

ÅHomosexual panic (was used as legal defence)





Other terms

ÅHomosexual panic (used as legal defence)

ÅBetter terms ïanti-homosexual bias, 

heterosexism

ÅThere may be some truth to ñhomoerotophobiaé 

...but more of that later



Has homophobia always been with us?

ÅñHomosexualityò only arose in late 19th century.

ÅSame sex behaviour previously regarded as 

debauchery and sin

ÅFew societies have tolerated, much less accepted 

as equal, homosexual relationships.

ÅOrganised religions have almost always rejected 

homosexualityé



Most religions oppose same sex behaviour

ÅMainstream Abrahamic faiths ïJudaism, Islam, 
Christianity ïare deeply opposed
ïSame sex attraction is a moral question (but not simply one among 

many)

ÅReform Judaism, Quakerism, some Anglicans and 
Methodists
ïMore positive - even to same sex unions

ÅHinduism is fundamentally conservative
ïbut not strongly opposed

ÅBuddhism



The Anglican Communion

ÅRiven by disparate views

ÅEvangelical-liberal polarisation

ÅGay and lesbian priests/bishops

ÅGay civil unions

ÅSensitised byé



Tensions between religions

ÅThe Tenth Parallel
ïThe Tenth Parallel: Dispatches from the Fault Line between 

Christianity and Islam by Eliza Griswold

ïLine of latitude, 700 mile band north of the equator where 1.3 
billion Muslims meet 2 billion Christians

ÅUtilitarian morality - LGB people are the price the Anglican 
Communion seems willing to pay for Muslim-Christian 
peace and dialogue



Roman Catholicism

ÅImplacable opposition

ÅSometimes cloaked as concern



Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the 

Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons (1986) ï

Cardinal Ratzinger 

Å Although the particular inclination of the homosexual person is not a 
sin, it is a more or less strong tendency ordered toward an intrinsic 
moral evil; and thus the inclination itself must be seen as an objective 
disorder. 

Å Her (the Churchôs) clear position cannot be revised by pressure from 
civil legislation or the trend of the moment. é by those who may have 
been tempted to believe its deceitful propaganda. é the view that 
homosexual activity is equivalent to, or as acceptable as, the sexual 
expression of conjugal love has a direct impact on society's 
understanding of the nature and rights of the family and puts them in 
jeopardy. 



Howeveré

Å It is deplorable that homosexual persons have been and are the object 
of violent malice in speech or in action. Such treatment deserves 
condemnation from the Church's pastors wherever it occurs. é.. 

Å But the proper reaction to crimes committed against homosexual 
persons should not be to claim that the homosexual condition is not 
disordered. When homosexual activity is consequently condoned, or 
when civil legislation is introduced to protect behavior é. other 
distorted notions and practices gain ground, and irrational and violent 
reactions increase.



ÅHinduism ambivalent and influenced by other 

religions

ÅHistorically more tolerant





Hinduism does not condemn gay people

ÅñHomosexuals are full human beings who, in 

Hinduism, even worship their own deity, the 

mother Goddess Bachuraéò





Islam

ÅEven more trenchantly opposed

ÅInfluences punishments for the ñcrimeò of same 

sex behaviour throughout much of the Muslim 

world



Current laws across the world 

ÅTraumatises LGB people frequently with support 

from religion



Current international law

Å93 countries 
ïhomosexual behaviour is a criminal offence.

ïoverwhelmingly in the context of national religions

ÅAfrican states, e.g. Kenya, Uganda, Malawi 
ïlaws are being strengthened ïwith support of main religious 

groups

Å7 countries - death penalty
ïIran, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, United Arab Emirates, Sudan, Nigeria, 

Mauritania  



Ugandan newspaper exposés ïled to death 

of activist (David Kato) in late January 2011



Hanging in Iran 2005

Two men (20 and 21) currently under threat of stoning



What about here in the UK? - Survey 1,721 LGB 

people (2008)

Å1 in 5 suffered a homophobic hate crime or 

incident in last 3 years.

ï1 in 6 of these was a physical assault

Å3 in 4 did not report crime to the police 

ï3 in 5 crimes normally reported to police ïBritô crime 

survey.

Å7 in 10 did not report to anyone.



A more subtle but no less damaging form of 

heterosexismé

ÅThe 20thcentury recasting of homosexualityé

ïas illnessé



The ómedicalisationô of homosexuality

Å Sexology 

ïMagnus Hirschfeld, Edward Carpenter

Å Recast same sex behaviour and relationships in scientific terms

ïAs natural, biologically drivené

Å But this led to ñtreatmentsò



Treatments

ÅMedical ï1920s - particularly in northern Europe

ÅPsychoanalytical ï1920s through 1970s

ÅBehaviourism ï1950s through 1980s

ÅPsychotherapy ïreparative therapy 1990s to date





Survey of mental health professionals

ÅAim
ïexplore mental health practitionersô current views on 

treatments to change sexual orientation

ÅStratified random sample of 1328 members of:
ïBritish Psychological Society

ïBritish Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy

ïUnited Kingdom Council for Psychotherapy

ïRoyal College of Psychiatrists 



Responses to a client who wished to change or redirect 

their sexual orientation?

ÅOnly 4% said they would attempt to redirect or change 

their client's sexual orientation

ÅBut a further 10% said they would refer the client to a 

therapist who could do so.

ÅWhile 1 in 6 described a patient they had treatedé



Patients they had assisted to change their 

same-sex desires?

ÅEach was asked to describe up to 5 such patients

ÅMain motivation ïwanting to ñhelpò

ÅNo decline in treatments in recent years

ÅOften motivated by religious convictioné



The growth of reparative therapies

ÅThe term repair arises from: 

ïpsychoanalytical and later behavioural literature of a 

ñdamagedò heterosexuality

ÅThat homosexuals could be returned to their 

heterosexual substrates

ÅBeiber (1960s) ñIn our view every homosexual is, 

in reality, a ólatentô heterosexualò




