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A Religion inflicts trauma
on LGB people

A This increases stigma
and opposition in wider
societies

A Linked to a broader
issue of male power




An outline of what | shall say..

A Opposition to homosexuality across culture and
time

A Religion and homosexuality

A The consequences of religious intolerance

A The why of intolerance

A Resolving intolerance



A

Matthew Sheppard

tied to a fence, beaten and left to die (Wyoming USA 1998).



In 1990 Justin Fashanu was first professional
football player ever to come out as gay

In 1998 he hung himself..



Tyler Clementi, 18, a freshman at Rutgers University,

jumped off the George Washington Bridge Sept 23rd



What is homophobia?

A Prejudice, stigma and discrimination against
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.

I Transgender is included because opposition contains
much of the same Amoral outragec

I Can be severe within families, unlike other prejudice

I Becomes an Ainternalisedo sense

A But - phobia is an irrational fear of an everyday
object or situation which leads to distress and
avoidance.



Homophobia

A First used by George Weinberg in his 1972 book
"Society and the Healthy Homosexual"

A It was adopted to reflect
I an irrational fear

ITdi scri minatoros fears about
feelings

A1960s precursor term fiho



Other terms

A Homosexual panic (was used as legal defence)
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‘Gay Rage’ Claimed in Staten Island Homicide

Robert Jenking

(Sourcelimage posted at
Mew York Daily MNews)
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JA 68-year-old man was choked to death by a friend
du_ngoam@mening of drinking. The reason given by
the 55-vear-old suspect: homosexual advances
that sent him intc a murdercus rage.

Ronald Jones made the "gay rage" claim atter the
body of Robert Jenkins was discoverad on the
morning of Feb. 26. Jones was charged with
second-degree murder and arraigned on Feb. 28,
tabloid newspaper the New York Daily News
reported on March 1.

Jones, who lives in Maryland, had been visiting
Jenkins at the victim’s Staten Island residence. The
two had been drinking cognac, the article said.
Then something went wrong--and Jenkins ended
up dead, the life choked out of him.

Son Rabert Jenkins, Jr., was at the arraignment,
along with about 30 other relatives. The younger
Jenkins called to the accused, "That was my
father!" Jones did not meet his gaze.

"I don't know anything about that," the 48-year-old
Jenkins, Jr. told the press when asked about Jones’
claim that the elder Jenkins had made a sexual

move on the accused killer. "I just want justice."

The details of the killing paint a grim picture of homicidal fury. The Gothamist reported on March
1 that Jones told authorities he had beaten the older man until he was unconscious, and then
sat on him and beat him some more. An autopsy showed the Jenkins died from being choked.
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Lassoing Gay Cowboys at the
Phoenix Gay Rodeo

The Arizona Gay Rodeo Assodation
RoadRunner Regional Rodeo was the
kick off rodec for the 2011 gay rodeo
season - and there were plenty of sexy
cowhoys and cowgirls to be seen. For more

informaton on RoadRunner Regional Rodeo and the
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Other terms

A Homosexual panic (used as legal defence)

A Better terms 1 anti-homosexual bias,
heterosexism

AThere may be some truth
...but more of that later



Has homophobia always been with us?

AiHomosexualityo ohcéngry.ar o

A Same sex behaviour previously regarded as
debauchery and sin

A Few societies have tolerated, much less accepted
as equal, homosexual relationships.

A Organised religions have almost always rejected
homosexualityé



Most religions oppose same sex behaviour

A Mainstream Abrahamic faiths i Judaism, Islam,
Christianity T are deeply opposed
I Same sex attraction is a moral question (but not simply one among
many)

A Reform Judaism, Quakerism, some Anglicans and
Methodists

I More positive - even to same sex unions

A Hinduism is fundamentally conservative
I but not strongly opposed

A Buddhism




The Anglican Communion

A Riven by disparate views

A Evangelical-liberal polarisation
A Gay and lesbian priests/bishops
A Gay civil unions

ASensitised byé



Tensions between religions

A The Tenth Parallel

I The Tenth Parallel: Dispatches from the Fault Line between
Christianity and Islam by Eliza Griswold

i Line of latitude, 700 mile band north of the equator where 1.3
billion Muslims meet 2 billion Christians

A Utilitarian morality - LGB people are the price the Anglican

Communion seems willing to pay for Muslim-Christian
peace and dialogue



Roman Catholicism

A Implacable opposition

A Sometimes cloaked as concern



Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the
Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons (1986) 1
Cardinal Ratzinger

A Although the particular inclination of the homosexual person IS not a
sin, it is a more or less strong tendency ordered toward an intrinsic
moral evil; and thus the inclination itself must be seen as an objective

disorder.

A Her (the Churchos) clear position
civil Il egislation or the trend of
been tempted to believe its decei

homosexual activity is equivalent to, or as acceptable as, the sexual
expression of conjugal love has a direct Impact on society's
understanding of the nature and rights of the family and puts them in
jeopardy.



However é

A Itis deplorable that homosexual persons have been and are the object

of violent malice in speech or in action. Such treatment deserves
condemnation from the Church's pa

But the proper reaction to crimes committed against homosexual

persons should not be to claim that the homosexual condition is not
disordered. When homosexual activity is consequently condoned, or
when ci vil legislation Is introdu
distorted notions and practices gain ground, and irrational and violent
reactions increase.



A Hinduism ambivalent and influenced by other
religions

A Historically more tolerant



e Begining was the
jound 'AUM" !
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Hinduism does not condemn gay people

Courtesy of The Guardian - Comment Belief

B

The British Hindu homosexual community will welcome the news
that their brethren in India are now be able to enjoythe same
freedoms as they do in the UK. It is indeed good news that people

are not discriminated against because of God's laws of nature.

Post Your Events or Articles or any

. . . : . other relevant information»
The ancient Hindu scriptures describe the homosexual condition to

be a biological one, and although the scripture gives guidance to
parents on how to avoid procreating a homosexual child, it does not '

condemn the child as unnatural.

Hinduism prescribes 16 ceremonies to mark each major stage in one's life span. We would usually
observe the birth, name, adolescence, marriage, retirement and death ceremonies but there is a little
known ceremony called the "insemination" ceremony or the Garbhadan Sanskaar, which | am sure
nobody observes nowadays.

Add vyour aricles, events,
programs, lectures or
anything to do with the UK
Hindu community on this site
for general information.

Please e-mail details to
info@hinducouncilukorg or

This insemination ceremony talks about homosexuality. The ancient Rishis or prophets advocated T
ickhere

that there are two elements, fire (agni for sun) and water (soma for moon), which determine the sex
of a child. Ofthe 16 days from the end ofthe menstruation cycle, sexual intercourse for the purposes
of procreation was forbidden as during these days the menses may continue. The theory goes that if
insemination takes place in the night of an even number from six to 16, a male child will be born
whilst on an odd number of fifth, seventh, ninth and 15th night a female child will be born.

The scripture further forbids insemination on the 11th or the 13th night after the end of the
menstruation cycle, because then it says the child will be homosexual.

entisfres/belief l_ l_ ’_ ’_ l_ l_ ’W |—



Hinduism does not condemn gay people

AiHomosexuals are full hu
Hinduism, even worship their own deity, the
mot her Goddess Bachur aéo



Home About Me- Firoze Shakir Photographernof Barefeet Blogger of Mumbai Birds of the Feather Blog Together Bollywoods

Most Wanted

Dance of Death Tanday on the Soul of Shimr Lalbagh Cha Raja 2009 Life Style of Hijras — Videos My Chehlum Kama Matam 2009 Mumbai

My Flickr Profile Page Shiasm Up Close The Bleeding Blogs They Call Me a Heretic lll Zenitude of a Shia Pandit

Posted on June 8, 2008 by firoze shakir « Previous HNext

The Muslim Hijdas /Bahuchara
Mata Hindu Hijdas



Islam

A Even more trenchantly opposed

Al nfluences puni shments f
sex behaviour throughout much of the Muslim
world



Current laws across the world

A Traumatises LGB people frequently with support
from religion



Current international law

A 93 countries
T homosexual behaviour is a criminal offence.
I overwhelmingly in the context of national religions

A African states, e.g. Kenya, Uganda, Malawi

I laws are being strengthened 7 with support of main religious
groups

A 7 countries - death penalty

I lran, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, United Arab Emirates, Sudan, Nigeria,
Mauritania



A

Ugandan newspaper exposes 1 led to death
of activist (David Kato) in late January 2011




Hanging in Iran 2005

Two men (20 and 21) currently under threat of stoning



What about here in the UK? - Survey 1,721 LGB
people (2008)

A 1in 5 suffered a homophobic hate crime or
iIncident in last 3 years.

I 1in 6 of these was a physical assault

A 3in 4 did not report crime to the police

I 3in5crimes normally reportedto policei Br 1 t 6 <cr
survey.

A 7 in 10 did not report to anyone.



A more subtle but no less damaging form of
heterosexi sme

AThe20hcentury recasting of
fas 1|l 1 nessé



The O6medicali sati onbo

A Sexology
I Magnus Hirschfeld, Edward Carpenter

A Recast same sex behaviour and relationships in scientific terms
i As natural, biologically drivendé

A But this |l ed to Atreatments?o



Treatments

A Medical i 1920s - particularly in northern Europe
A Psychoanalytical i 1920s through 1970s
A Behaviourism i 1950s through 1980s

A Psychotherapy i reparative therapy 1990s to date
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Survey of mental health professionals

A Aim
fexpl ore ment al h @umehttviews pnr a c |
treatments to change sexual orientation

A Stratified random sample of 1328 members of;
I British Psychological Society
I British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy
I United Kingdom Council for Psychotherapy
I Royal College of Psychiatrists



Responses to a client who wished to change or redirect
their sexual orientation?

A Only 4% said they would attempt to redirect or change
their client's sexual orientation

A But a further 10% said they would refer the client to a
therapist who could do so.

A Whilelin6descri bed a patient

t
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Patients they had assisted to change their
same-sex desires?

A Each was asked to describe up to 5 such patients
A Main motivationi wanti ng to fAhel
A No decline in treatments in recent years

AOften motivated by rel.
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The growth of reparative therapies

A The term repair arises from:

I psychoanalytical and later behavioural literature of a
Ndamagedo heterosexual ity

A That homosexuals could be returned to their
heterosexual substrates

A Beiber (1960s)iil n our view ever
I n reality, a o0l atent o h






